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MITRE Messenger

@ CALENDAR & QUICK VIEW @ ARCHIVES

All Locations: Sectemter 10. 1580
Trip to MITRE Influmnces College Freshman's Choice of Major

Thiz Sepiambar, frashman Enca Johnson siarts college 8% & compuler science
majos. She swas har choice of major, In no small pan, to a visit to MITRE dour
years ago for Taxe Our Dawghtars To Werk Day.

Erica cama in MITRE as'n puesi of her best friend, Melisss, and Cherd Lathrop
ol GO21, Malisza's mom, Prioe to har wisit, Erica had waniad 1o be &
schocfipachar. Then shea saw lhe compuber |88 CIS had =al uw lor B oocasan
"Thay had computars s0f up lor us lor the visil,” =aid Erca, 50 we could aur
the Wtarnel. This was lour years ago, so | was a newar thing then. And wa
mach hod cur own 'Weh pages to play with, all meady &8l up. Thay laughl us about
search angines, and than they cpened W o compuler so wa could sae nsida tha
baow. Thats what really nlaresied me—! wantad to know how i warked.”

Thal day &l MITRE, whan sha learmed the imernal companents of the computar,
took tha AAM ouf and meinzaried i, shal digital photographs, and surfed 1ha
Intarmal For tha first tme on a swie-oftheart warkstation, the focus of
Erica’s future changed. Om her own, she studed computars and how they worked,
In tha high schools mandatary computar science class, she faught hemall Ces.
Than, Erfica isak whal she |koughl was e rsixt logical siep--sha stardad har
can Wab desion business

Erica had aleady been working pari-lime &1 8 Web design company, 20 1ha
axpafencs was fhara, “After a whia, | knew | could do st as well on my own®
sha said. "And my dream has always baen (o alaA my oWn businass, &0 | &d.
Siarting wilh ona clanl, & pEra shop in har hometown of Walpale,
Mazzachusalts, Erica has bean steadly buliding har clisnt list far ELJDesign.
GClients now incluca an associafion of hand surpeons, a fire-pratectian
engneaing compary, and 8 8ile for & hip and knas BUNgeaN Erica axpacts to
continue ELJDesign owen while she allends Bowdoin Collage in Maine.

“Malissm Lathrop, the pemson | came ta MITRE with for Take Owr Daughisrs Ta
Wark Day, i@ now wirking with ma,” she sald. "Sha does tha accaunting and
halps with some of the coding. And while she's going 1o & dilferam colage.
we'll keap in touch by tha Infemed and talephana. The same way in which '
keap my busness paing.”

Erica's fulure locks bright. Lasi spring, she graduatad Irem Waipcla High
Schogl, whare sho was class valsdoiceian. Today, infuenced in part by her
wigll & MITRE. aha nins har own Wab dasipn business and = pursuing 8 degrea
in computar sconoa. Perhaps, in four more yeam, Enca msghl come Dack,

Mo This sioey was suggested by Chend Leswop, a farmer MITRE smployss in 0021, and wiitien by
Bok Floberge. I e wolld i 10 soggest & siory idea for The MITRE Messenger, piame mmall =
Reiniad Informafion:
Tk Cor Daughiees To Wark Doy 10589
Palated Estarnal Shas:
Eizaons Grande (350 Craomed by ELIDegign]
Eniemal Sema Chaciams)
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